REVOLTED AMERICA
been established for commercial reasons: once it was discovered to
be rich in raw materials then it was immediately regarded as
existing solely for the benefit of the Mother Country. Despite
the existence of charters which bestowed legislative assemblies in
which the colonists regulated their domestic concerns politicians
at home continued to think that they could do what they wished
with the colonies. They had rights; and there are never wanting
people always ready to assert their rights. For example, in order
to protect home manufactures successive governments at home
passed Acts to prohibit the development of manufactures in the
North American colonies. In 1699 and 1719 the manufacture of
woollens and iron goods were so proscribed; and the culmina-
tion of this policy was seen in the Colonial Manufactures Pro-
hibition Act of 1750. Even Chatham, a resolute opponent of
the subsequent policy of coercion, accepted these industrial
measures as inalienable rights of the British Parliament. Similarly
the Navigation Acts were rigidly enforced to the detriment of
colonial shipping and the inconvenience of the colonists, who
were driven to import and export goods and commodities in
British merchantmen. This seemingly narrow and selfish policy
was not illogical. It could with justice be argued that the in-
conveniences suffered by the colonists were the price which they
paid for the Mother Country's protection against Frenchmen and
Spaniards. The defence of North America could only be ade-
quately undertaken by a nation which could hold its own on the
High Seas; and the foundations of British naval supremacy were
laid by these Navigation Acts.
Both Mother Country and colonies were badly served by the
Governors set over the various colonies. In 1758 General John
Huske wrote:
Most of the places in the gift of the Crown have been filled with
broken Members of Parliament of bad if any principles, pimps,
valets de chambre, electioneering scoundrels, and even livery
servants. In one word, America has for years been made the
hospital of England.
[Incidentally what an indictment of the Whig system of patronage!]
Huske may have exaggerated the worse qualities in the colonial
Governors of his time; but this must not be allowed completely
to discount his words. There is abundant evidence that few of